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The Puir Fowk

The puir fowk sterve
whiles rich fowk forder,
glunchin the hairst

o the puir fowk’s darg.

The puir fowk’ll thole

until they rise up.

The rich mak leivin deir,

by pricing the puir lives cheip.

The puir fowk howk in a hole,
delvin their ain puirtith.

The rich buried them there
sae they cannae win free.

It maks nae sense

tae leive this wey: it isnae mense.

Though it last a whiles,

aa free fowk maun be lowsened fae rich men’s jiles.

forder—flourish glunchin—qulping
hairst—harvest darg—hard work
thole—suffer howk—dig
delvin—digging puirtith—poverty

mense—thoughtful, correct
lowsened—loosened, untied, freed jiles—prisons



Best wishes
for a peaceful, joyful and just
Christmas and New Year

from Culture Matters



Cover image by Martin Gollan
‘The Puir Fowk’ by Willie Hershaw, from Airtins, Culture Matters 2025
Back cover image by Mary Hershaw

Culture Matters promotes cultural democracy.

CULTURE 3 THINEIISN



